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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
AND CAREER OF JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ 
NISSEN 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor 
of the career and retirement of James ‘‘Jim’’ 
Nissen. After twenty-six years as La Crosse 
District Manager of the Upper Mississippi 
River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge and 
nearly 39 years with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Mr. Nissen announced his retirement 
on January second 2015. 

Nissen held seasonal positions with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service in Nebraska, Illinois, 
Missouri, Minnesota, and South Dakota. He 
also held permanent positions in Indiana, 
Vermont, Utah, and Wisconsin. Each station 
offered new opportunities and challenges and 
developed his career from a student trainee to 
Refuge Manager. 

Mr. Nissen is not a native of the La Crosse, 
WI area, but according to his colleagues, ‘‘no 
one knows this refuge better than he does.’’ 
Nissen grew up in a duck hunting family in 
northeastern Nebraska, not far from the Platte 
River and among the prairie pothole country 
that produces much of the continent’s canvas-
back ducks. Jim’s career followed this regal 
bird across the country and in 1989, Nissen 
came to the La Crosse District after two years 
of overseeing the Horicon National Wildlife 
Refuge on the eastern side of Wisconsin. The 
Horicon position marked his return to Wis-
consin; Nissen had been there in 1976 for the 
Canada goose dispersal program, where he 
not only helped manage the goose population, 
but also met his wife Ruth. 

The La Crosse position offered Nissen the 
chance to get back to a river-based assign-
ment—his true passion. Nissen fell in love with 
the abundance of canvasbacks, also referred 
to as ‘‘the king of ducks,’’ that the Upper Mis-
sissippi River and La Crosse area boast dur-
ing fall migration. ‘‘I like rivers and canvas-
backs and people,’’ Nissen said, ‘‘so it was a 
good fit.’’ 

Each fall, the Upper Mississippi River allows 
Nissen to see nearly half of the world’s can-
vasback population pass by his window during 
migration. ‘‘It really is a world-class spectacle,’’ 
Nissen said. 

During his tenure at LaCrosse, Jim received 
numerous awards and accolades including the 
Meritorious Service Award of the Department 
of the Interior in 2007. He has overseen multi- 
million dollar habitat enhancement projects 
funded through the Environmental Manage-
ment Program; he has acquired over 2,500 
acres of lands for inclusion in the National 
Wildlife Refuge; he has overseen the con-
struction of a LEED certified Visitor Center 
and office; and he is regarded as a leader in 
wetland and waterfowl ecology and manage-
ment. 

Jim’s departure will create a profound void 
in the Upper Miss’ institutional knowledge. His 

energy, wisdom, humor, innate ability to re-
member dates, and his many discussions will 
be missed terribly by all who worked alongside 
him. I wish both Jim, Ruth, and their son Trav-
is all the best in the years to come. 

f 

MARGO NIELSEN—EMBODIMENT 
OF SERVICE 

HON. JOHN RATCLIFFE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
most rewarding parts of my job is seeing the 
extraordinary work that constituents do giving 
back to their communities every single day. 

They don’t do it for fame, and they don’t do 
it for glory. They do it because they want to 
make a difference. No one person embodies 
this spirit of service better than Margo Nielsen. 

During her 25 years at the helm of Helping 
Hands, the organization has seen tremendous 
growth and helped tens of thousands of peo-
ple by ensuring that essential health and 
emergency services are available to everyone 
in Rockwall County. 

Margo—congratulations on your remarkable 
career. Your leadership will be missed, but 
your legacy not soon forgotten. Thank you all 
for joining me in honoring Margo and sup-
porting Helping Hands. God Bless. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHILDREN ON THE 
GREEN 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Children on the Green located 
in Morristown, New Jersey as it celebrates its 
20th Anniversary. 

In 1994, twenty years ago, a special organi-
zation opened its doors with the goal of serv-
ing others. Not just serving others, but serving 
others who were not as fortunate as them-
selves, specifically children. Since its opening, 
Children on the Green of Morristown has met 
the childcare needs of nearly 400 families 
from area shelters. This was possible through 
the organizations longstanding partnerships 
with Homeless Solutions, the Jersey Battered 
Women’s Services and Family Promise of 
Morris County. 

Children on the Green, located behind the 
United Methodist Church, works to provide 
safe and nurturing care to children whose par-
ents are struggling to provide for them be-
cause they are in need of housing, education, 
and/or employment. While the parents work to 
better their families’ situation, Children on the 
Green is a safe place for the children to go 
where they’re taken care of by people who 

truly care. Their mission is to support the de-
velopmental needs of each child and create 
an interdependent partnership between home, 
work, community, and the center. 

Early childhood education has a value that 
cannot be measured. Research has shown 
significant gaps in early development between 
children of the lowest socioeconomic status 
and those in the highest, which have been 
shown to start as early as nine months of age. 
The main contribution to this problem is ac-
cess to good quality early childhood edu-
cation. 

Children on the Green has a philosophy that 
states, ‘‘Every child deserves access to a 
quality early education program like Children 
on the Green, irrespective of their means.’’ 
This organization strives every day to lower 
the achievement gap by providing quality early 
childhood education to those children in need. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
20 years of outstanding service by Children on 
the Green, their directors, board of trustees 
and staff. Organizations like this are bettering 
the lives of the children not just in Morristown, 
New Jersey, but across the country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HARPER COL-
LEGE ON ITS NEW CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I am excited to rec-
ognize Harper Community College in Palatine, 
IL, which will be opening its new Career and 
Technical Education Center on January 23. 
This new building, with state-of-the-art class-
rooms and labs, will house some of Harper’s 
fastest-growing technical programs such as 
manufacturing, welding, architectural tech-
nology, heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning (HVAC), maintenance technology, law 
enforcement, and fire science. 

Programs in this building will help provide 
students with the skills they will need in the fu-
ture. These programs will help put people to 
work and support local employers who are 
seeking a highly-skilled workforce to compete 
in the 21st Century global economy. 

The building will also house Harper’s inno-
vative Advanced Manufacturing Program. The 
program partners with 75 area manufacturing 
companies which offer paid internships to 
manufacturing students attending Harper Col-
lege. 

I applaud the Harper College community on 
the opening of its new Career and Technical 
Education Center, and I look forward to its 
continued leadership in bringing educational 
opportunities to students in the 10th District. 
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AGGIES IN WWI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in the 
trenches of the Argonne Forrest in north-
eastern France, sat thousands of allied troops. 
It was the fall of 1918, it was World War I. The 
battle was muddy, rainy and most of all it was 
bloody. It was one of the largest and deadliest 
battles in U.S. military history, involving over a 
million American soldiers. Among the masses, 
in the front line trenches, sat James Vernon 
‘‘Pinky’’ Wilson, a marine from Texas, who 
amidst chaos felt called to write what would 
become one of the most famous songs in col-
lege history, the Aggie War Hymn. 

Pinky Wilson grew up in the small Texas 
town of Florence, about 30 miles north of Aus-
tin. In 1917, he was a junior enrolled at Texas 
A&M University when he volunteered to serve 
our country in World War I. 

Wilson fought with the 6th Marine Regiment 
and by choice he became buck private in the 
Marine Corps, turning down two commissions, 
remaining a buck private throughout his mili-
tary career. Not long after joining his Marine 
outfit as a replacement, Wilson saw firsthand 
the rigorous and relentless fighting in the 
Champagne area of France. 

In November of 1918, Wilson found himself 
right in the middle of the Battle of the Argonne 
Forrest. By the time Wilson took his first 
muddy spot in the trenches, the battle had 
been waging on for 37 days. For the remain-
ing days, the Germans gave everything they 
had, fighting to the death. Knowing that the 
end was near, the Germans were desperate to 
try and steer the war in their favor. 

They bombarded and pelted the Marines 
with infantry, artillery, and machine gun fire. 
While sitting in the foxhole watching this 
bloodbath unfold before him, Wilson was 
struck with an idea. In an interview with the 
San Antonio Express-News in 1975, Wilson 
recalled that it was during the Champagne 
battle he had a running idea of writing a song. 
A fight song that a quartet would sing for 
Texas A&M. He took out a pencil and some 
letters from home and began scribbling the 
lines of the song that would become one of 
the most recognizable songs in Texas history. 

Wilson sat with his lyrics in the trenches 
until the war was over. Since he wrote the 
song and knew it perfectly in his head, mel-
ody, lyrics and all, he never bothered to keep 
the original copy he wrote. The tenor of the 
War Hymn as it was officially named, takes 
digs at the arch rival of Texas A&M, the Uni-
versity of Texas Longhorns. 

By the time the Battle of the Argonne For-
rest was over, it had been a 47 day nightmare 
that the allies were able to wake up from. And 
they woke up victorious, the war was over. 
The bloody battle that began on September 
26, 1918, concluded World War I. It lasted 
until the Armistice, on November 11, 1918. 

What is remarkable about the class of 1917 
at Texas A&M University is that they all volun-
teered to serve our country. Some as officers 
and some as enlisted men. These men went 
on to fight in World War I to serve and protect 
America and her freedoms. They were the fa-
thers of the Greatest Generation. 

They came back and had families, instilling 
the same sense of selfless service in their 

sons and younger generation. When World 
War II started, the entire graduating classes of 
1941 and 1942 at Texas A&M University did 
the exact same thing; they all volunteered to 
serve our country. 

The Aggies at A&M have a long tradition of 
service to the military. A&M commissions so 
many officers into our military that the number 
rivals our service academies. 

Much like the writing of our Star Spangled 
Banner, the Aggie War Hymn was born from 
a place of true patriotism during a time of pure 
terror and a fight for freedom. While the origi-
nal version that Wilson wrote had a first verse, 
the second verse makes up the war hymn. 
And still, almost 100 years later, this second 
verse marks one of the most notable and fa-
mous A&M traditions. After the war, Wilson 
eventually returned to A&M to earn a degree 
and graduate with the class of 1920. He went 
on to become a successful Texas Rancher. 

His alma mater will be forever grateful for 
his contribution to not only his school, but to 
the State of Texas and his country. 

To quote the Aggie War Hymn, ‘‘Rough 
tough, real stuff, Texas A&M,’’—those Aggies 
who fought in WWI, WWII and those who 
have served and are currently serving our 
country embody this line to the fullest extent. 

James Vernon ‘‘Pinky’’ Wilson is one of the 
remarkable men who answered the call of his 
country. There truly are none quite like the 
Texas A&M Aggies. 

The Aggie spirit is engrained and rooted 
deep into Texas A&M. They are hard core pa-
triots, committed cadets and forever rivals of 
the University of Texas. They are and will al-
ways be the pulse of Texas A&M. Gig ’em. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
THE AGGIE WAR HYMN 

(By Pinky Wilson) 

Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck! 
Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck! 

FIRST VERSE 

All hail to dear old Texas A&M 
Rally around Maroon and White 
Good luck to dear old Texas Aggies 
They are the boys who show the real old 

fight 
That good old Aggie spirit thrills us 
And makes us yell and yell and yell 
So let’s fight for dear old Texas A&M 
We’re going to beat you all to 
Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem 
Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem 
Rough Tough! Real Stuff! Texas A&M! 

SECOND VERSE 

Good-bye to Texas university 
So long to the orange and the white 
Good luck to dear old Texas Aggies 
They are the boys that show the real old 

fight 
‘‘The eyes of Texas are upon you . . .’’ 
That is the song they sing so well 
So good-bye to Texas university 
We’re going to beat you all to 
Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem 
Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem 
Rough Tough! Real Stuff! Texas A&M! 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF BERNARD ‘‘BERNY’’ BALKONIS 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor 
of the retirement of Bernard ‘‘Berny’’ Frank 

Balkonis, Jr. Mr. Balkonis was Vice President 
of Sales for Prairie Estates Genetics of Mid-
dleton, Wisconsin. Mr. Balkonis’ retirement at 
the end of 2014 marked the conclusion of a 
40 year career in the seed corn industry. The 
President of Prairie Estates Genetics, Ron 
Rogers, affirmed that Balkonis leaves a robust 
legacy as a fantastic mentor to forage man-
agers and a valued member of the Prairie Es-
tates Genetics team. 

Mr. Balkonis graduated from University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls in 1975, working on 
dairy farms in the summer and during holiday 
breaks to make his way through school. After 
graduation and marriage to his high school 
sweetheart, Mr. Balkonis was recruited by 
Farm Supply (Growmark), and managed a 
store location in northern Illinois for five years. 
After his time with Farm Supply, he then 
joined PAG Seeds, a division of Cargill. During 
his time with PAG Seeds, Mr. Balkonis worked 
as a territory manager in southwest Michigan. 
After PAG Seeds, Paymaster, and Cargill 
combined to create Cargill Hybrid Seeds, 
Balkonis was moved to northern Michigan, 
where he became both territory manager and 
assistant district manager. While located 
throughout Michigan, Mr. Balkonis and his wife 
welcomed three sons into the world. 

In 1992, Mr. Balkonis was promoted within 
Cargill Hybrid Seeds to area manager for the 
eastern United States. Then, in 1996, Mr. 
Balkonis assumed the position of area man-
ager for the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Illinois and moved his family to Holmen, 
Wisconsin. In 2000, when Cargill Hybrid 
Seeds sold to Dow (becoming the entity 
Mycogen), Mr. Balkonis remained on as area 
manager. After his time as area manager with 
Mycogen, Mr. Balkonis took on the respon-
sibilities of VP of Sales for Prairie Estates Ge-
netics, where he would spend the rest of his 
career and begin the transition to the new role 
of grandparent with the birth of his first grand-
son Efraim. 

Mr. Balkonis will retire with his wife of 40 
years, Claudia, in Trempealeau, Wisconsin, 
just 10 miles north of Holmen where they 
raised their three sons, Adam, Scott and 
Wade. I wish to extend the best of wishes to 
Berny as he steps into retirement and that 
next great adventure. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MAJOR CHAD ERIN 
LAMPHERE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Major Chad Erin 
Lamphere, an American hero who valiantly 
served his country while serving in the United 
States Army. 

Chad was born on August 24, 1973 on a 
small family farm in Arkansaw, WI. Displaying 
a warm heart at a young age, Chad helped his 
family raise dogs, cats, pigs, and goats, while 
also contributing and giving back to his com-
munity through partaking in 4–H. Chad quickly 
rose to the top of his academic classes, grad-
uating with two degrees and as Valedictorian 
from Hartnell College, and later attending 
UCLA for pre-medical courses, in which he 
graduated Summa Cum Laude. 
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Chad joined the U.S. Army in 2006 in pur-

suit of a degree in medicine. In 2009, Chad 
joined the American Academy of Family Physi-
cians (AAFP), and as a doctor, provided much 
needed care and services to his fellow com-
rades who he valiantly served next to. Addi-
tionally Chad’s selflessness and can-do atti-
tude shined while serving in the U.S. Army, re-
ceiving multiple awards during his Active Duty 
assignments: the Bronze Star Medal, Army 
Achievement Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal with Campaign 
Star, Army Service Ribbon, and Overseas 
Service Ribbon. 

In addition, to serving his country, Chad was 
a caring friend, loving father, and husband, 
and dedicated family man. Chad leaves be-
hind his wife, Lindsay Della Valla, daughter, 
Emma Lamphere and son, Chad Erin 
Lamphere Jr., three siblings: Kirk, Jarrod, and 
Nicole, and his loving parents: Suzanne and 
Brad du Verrier. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the mem-
ory of an accomplished American hero and 
loving husband, Major Chad Erin Lamphere. 
His life, legacy, and service to the United 
States of America will never be forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SAN FRAN-
CISCO COUNTY TRANSPOR-
TATION AUTHORITY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, my esteemed 
colleague Congresswoman NANCY PELOSI and 
I rise to congratulate the San Francisco Coun-
ty Transportation Authority, commonly referred 
to as the Transportation Authority, on its 25th 
anniversary and its many accomplishments. 

Established in 1989, the Transportation Au-
thority administers and oversees the delivery 
of the county’s half-cent local transportation 
sales tax program and New Expenditure Plan. 
The agency was founded by the people of 
San Francisco to administer Proposition B, a 
half-cent transportation sales tax program, 
which began in 1990 and was reauthorized in 
2003 when voters approved Proposition K. 

For the last quarter-century, the Transpor-
tation Authority has been responsible for long- 
range transportation planning in San Francisco 
and has analyzed, designed, and funded vital 
improvements for San Francisco’s roadways 
and public transportation networks. It has sig-
nificantly increased the region’s mobility. 

Since 1990, the Transportation Authority 
has also been the designated Congestion 
Management Agency for San Francisco, and 
has served as the San Francisco Program 
Manager for grants from the Transportation 
Fund for Clean Air. When passed by voters in 
2010, the agency also began serving as the 
administrator of Proposition AA, a $10 annual 
fee on motor vehicles registered in San Fran-
cisco. 

In these capacities the Transportation Au-
thority has embodied its mission of providing 
prudent financial management, planning ex-
pertise, and project delivery oversight to cre-
ate a better city for residents, workers and 
visitors. Through innovation, the Transpor-

tation Authority continues to study, plan, and 
invest in transportation infrastructure that sup-
ports San Francisco’s thriving economy and 
meets the needs of its diverse community. 
The agency serves as a steward to help fund 
major capital projects such as the Presidio 
Parkway, Central Subway and Transbay Tran-
sit Center, as well as neighborhood-scale im-
provements that impact everyday San Francis-
cans and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to recognize and honor 
the leaders of the San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority on its 25th anniver-
sary. This agency, its Board, Community Advi-
sory Committee members and staff deserve to 
be congratulated for their leadership during 
the last 25 years and we wish them continued 
success for the next 25 years. 

f 

HONORING MAINE’S OLDEST 
LIVING PEARL HARBOR VETERAN 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a constituent with a story that 
should be heard. At 95 years old, James Wat-
son of South Portland, Maine, is our state’s 
oldest living veteran who was present during 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 

The morning of December 7, 1941, began 
like many others for Mr. Watson. At the time, 
he was a gunner’s mate first class aboard the 
U.S.S. Phoenix, which was anchored across 
the harbor from Battleship Row. He was read-
ing the Sunday paper below deck when he felt 
a vibration rock the ship, then heard a call 
over the loudspeaker to report to battle sta-
tions. 

Once topside, he saw anti-aircraft explo-
sions in the air and smelled thick clouds of 
burning fuel. He knew instantly that the coun-
try was at war. What followed after was a blur. 
‘‘You’re too busy to be scared. You’re just 
mad. You’re angry,’’ Mr. Watson recently re-
counted to a local newspaper. 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt called 
December 7, 1941, ‘‘a date which will live in 
infamy.’’ And, indeed, from books, films, and 
photos, we can still get a sense of that day’s 
incredible devastation and terrible loss of the 
life. But as the days go by, there are fewer 
and fewer living veterans who saw it through 
their own eyes and can recall what it was like 
to go through such an experience. Their sto-
ries are critical to ensuring that we never for-
get what happened there. 

I appreciate that Mr. Watson has shared his 
memories so we can better understand and 
remember one of the most pivotal moments in 
our nation’s history. And I thank him for his 
brave service that day, and the rest that fol-
lowed. 

CELEBRATING THE MORRIS HABI-
TAT FOR HUMANITY’S 10TH AN-
NUAL HEARTS & HAMMERS 
GALA 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Morris Habitat for Human-
ity, located in Randolph, New Jersey as it 
celebrates 30 years of building homes and 
changing lives. 

Habitat for Humanity, a nonprofit housing or-
ganization founded in 1976, implements Chris-
tian principles in the pursuit of building homes, 
communities, and hope. This organization 
wholeheartedly believes that every man, 
woman, and child should have a home that is 
safe and dignified. The members of Habitat for 
Humanity strive to achieve this goal every day, 
and are important members of every commu-
nity. 

For 30 years, members of the Morris Habitat 
for Humanity have selflessly worked toward 
ensuring that those people in need of housing 
assistance receive help. Officially created in 
October 1985, Habitat for Humanity’s Morris 
County branch operated in the center of Mor-
ristown with a single computer and a phone. 
Its several founding members began to inves-
tigate the housing situation of Morristown, and 
learned the processes of selecting families for 
assistance. Since then, Morris Habitat for Hu-
manity has successfully completed building 
over 60 houses in New Jersey and more than 
140 houses in other countries. The members 
of this group voluntarily offer their time and ef-
forts to ensure that any person seeking help, 
regardless of religious affiliation, may realize 
the American dream of homeownership. 

This organization’s most current project, in 
collaboration with the Morris County Affordable 
Housing Corporation, aims to construct a five- 
plex containing two 3-bedroom and three 2- 
bedroom townhomes on Carlton Street in Mor-
ris Township, New Jersey. These townhomes 
will be sold to low- and moderate-incomes 
households, and will feature the latest EN-
ERGY STAR technology. In order to select 
families for this housing project, the Morris 
Habitat for Humanity uses a lottery system. 
Currently, the project is set for completion in 
December, 2015. 

To celebrate 30 successful years of improv-
ing the housing situation for many members of 
the local community, the Morris Habitat for Hu-
manity will host its 10th Annual Hearts & Ham-
mers Gala on Saturday, February 28th, 2015 
at the Meadow Wood Manor in Randolph, 
New Jersey. The Gala will feature dinner, a si-
lent auction, wine pull, awards, and live music. 
All proceeds will be used to further the Morris 
Habitat for Humanity’s mission of building af-
fordable housing for those families in need. 

At this year’s Gala, the Morris Habitat for 
Humanity will honor Richard A. Sleece, Presi-
dent of Richard A. Sleece Associates, with the 
Founders Award, Ruth Ryan, Vice President 
of Chubb Insurance, with the Beth Everett 
Award, and Rick Ostberg, former ReStore Di-
rector, with the ReStore Pioneer Award. 

I commend the members of the Morris Habi-
tat for Humanity, especially Executive Director 
Blair Schleicher Bravo, for their dedication to 
improving the lives of many Morris County 
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residents. Habitat for Humanity has consist-
ently demonstrated a dedication and commit-
ment to advancing our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Morris Habitat 
for Humanity as it celebrates its 30th Anniver-
sary. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOHN COLLINS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable public service career of 
Mr. John Collins, who is retiring from a 28 
year career with Goodwill Industries as the 
Senior Vice President of Workforce Develop-
ment Programs to Goodwill Industries for 
Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Luis Obispo 
Counties. In that time John build a stellar rep-
utation for compassionate service and insight-
ful leadership. He is so well networked in the 
community that it seems that John can claim 
almost everybody in the Central Coast, includ-
ing me, as a friend. 

A native of Santa Cruz, California, John 
earned his Master of Public Health Degree 
from San Jose State University, and his Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Health and Human 
Services Administration from Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale. John has held posi-
tions in both the private and non-profit sectors. 
Prior to joining Goodwill, John provided con-
sultant services to companies regarding trou-
bled employees and health issues; Program 
Director for Dominican Hospital’s EAP; and Di-
rector of Human Organ Recovery at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center. 

As Senior Vice President, Mr. Collins has 
been very active in the support and implemen-
tation of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
The Workforce Investment Act, and many edu-
cational strategies. As a CARF Surveyor, he 
has ensured that organizations around the 
world follow the standards for quality employ-
ment and training programs. John’s work has 
also included extensive outreach in the Cen-
tral Coast community. He serves on the Work-
force Investment Board as well as having 
served on The Monterey County Tourist and 
Travel Alliance, the Board of the Santa Cruz 
Chamber of Commerce and Monterey County 
Hospitality Boards of Directors. He served as 
an elected Trustee and president of the board 
of Santa Cruz City Schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in sharing our gratitude to John 
for a job well done and extend our best wish-
es to John and his family in this next chapter 
of life. I know that even in retirement, he will 
still find himself involved in the community and 
helping people in need and will continue to 
stand as an example for others. 

f 

HONORING ST. DANIEL THE 
PROPHET SCHOOL ON ITS 65TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor St. Daniel the Prophet School, an ex-

emplary Catholic school in Chicago, Illinois, 
which is celebrating its 65th anniversary. 

Part of the Archdiocese of Chicago school 
system, St. Daniel offers a quality education to 
its students and teaches them the core pillars 
of the Catholic faith. The school’s administra-
tion believes that parents, students, and 
teachers share in the process and responsi-
bility of education. Parents and teachers are 
co-learners with the students and are encour-
aged to teach through example to provide an 
environment that encourages growth, commu-
nication, and Christian acceptance of all indi-
viduals. The collaborative effort of the parents 
and teachers provides for a supportive and 
nurturing environment in which students have 
unlimited growth potential. 

The school offers many extracurricular ac-
tivities as well as community-building events. 
Students can participate in chess club, choir, 
band, or sports among various other activities. 
St. Daniel promotes an environmentally friend-
ly lifestyle by offering a recycling program. I 
commend St. Daniel the Prophet for going 
above and beyond by expanding their teach-
ings outside the classroom. 

The hard work of Pastor John Noga and 
Principal Mary Frances Porod has not gone 
unnoticed. They are well deserving of praise 
along with the outstanding teachers and ad-
ministrative staff who work tirelessly for the 
benefit of their students. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing St. Daniel the Prophet School 
and congratulate them as they celebrate their 
65th anniversary. May St. Daniel continue to 
exhibit excellence and create an outstanding 
learning environment for our future leaders. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BERNARD 
‘‘BARNEY’’ YOUNG FOR BEING 
AWARDED THE ARMY AIR CORPS 
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Bernard ‘‘Barney’’ Young of Rock 
Island, Illinois, who has been awarded the 
Army Air Corps Distinguished Flying Cross. 

During World War II, Barney served as a 
Flight Officer where he flew the treacherous 
route from India to China over the Himalayas, 
or the Hump, as Allied pilots called it. Shortly 
after the war, the Army Air Corps decided that 
flying the Hump qualified pilots for the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. However, by 1945, Bar-
ney had been reassigned to fly Merrill’s Ma-
rauders from India to Africa. Because of this, 
Barney didn’t learn of his eligibility for the 
award until years later. 

When he went to apply, it was discovered 
his flight records had been destroyed in a fire 
at Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri. Barney be-
lieved he would never receive the award. 
Then about a year ago, Tim Goodbrake of 
Edwardsville, Illinois, approached Barney 
about this award. Tim was researching his fa-
ther’s service in the Army Air Corps. He 
sought out Barney who had served with his fa-
ther in India and the two discovered Barney’s 
flight records buried in a trunk. 

Now, sixty-nine years after returning home 
from the war, Flight Officer Bernard Young is 

finally receiving this overdue honor for his 
service to our great nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank Bernard 
Young for his outstanding service to the 
United States and congratulate him on this 
noteworthy achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. MANUEL 
TZAGOURNIS 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Manuel Tzagournis for his distin-
guished service and commitment to the State 
of Ohio and congratulate him on his retire-
ment. 

Dr. Tzagournis held a long, devoted career 
in the healthcare field. He became particularly 
focused on diabetes mellitus which led him to 
practice endocrinology and hold numerous po-
sitions at The Ohio State University. He be-
came a prominent representative of OSU’s 
College of Medicine by acting as the National 
Institute of Health’s principal investigator for 
the General Clinical Research Center and 
serving as the Dean during his tenure. He also 
worked for the National Regulatory Research 
Institute in support of the National Association 
of Regulatory Utility Commissioners for 16 
years. 

Dr. Tzagournis served as the chief medical 
advisor for the Ohio Police and Fire Pension 
Fund since its inception. Dr. Tzagournis con-
tributed significantly to the creation and contin-
ued development of the Disability Program at 
the OP&F, and has spent the end of his ca-
reer devoted to the safety, health and welfare 
of Ohio’s first responders, testifying on their 
behalf in the Ohio legislature on bills affecting 
specific occupational injuries. 

On behalf of Ohio’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, I thank Dr. Manuel Tzagournis for his 
dedication and impeccable service to our com-
munity in the field of medicine and wish him 
happiness in his retirement. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 44, TO RE-
STORE VOTING RIGHTS TO THE 
DELEGATES AND RESIDENT 
COMMISSIONER DURING COM-
MITTEE OF THE WHOLE PRO-
CEEDINGS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Resolution 44, offered by 
my good friend and colleague, Democratic 
Whip STENY HOYER of Maryland, to restore the 
voting rights for the Delegates and Resident 
Commissioner during Committee of the Whole 
proceedings. 

The ability to cast a vote is the most basic 
of rights in our representative democracy. In 
the people’s House, votes cast by members of 
Congress make us accountable to our con-
stituents and allow them to understand where 
we stand on important issues. The rules that 
have been adopted by the 114th Congress 
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once again deny voting rights for members 
from the territories and the District of Colum-
bia, and continue to make this body less 
transparent and less responsive to the more 
than four million Americans who live in our 
districts. 

Under the resolution, extending voting rights 
to the Delegates and the Resident Commis-
sioner during Committee of the Whole pro-
ceedings would be wholly symbolic—our votes 
cannot change the outcome of legislation or 
amendments considered on the floor of this 
House. However these votes allow us to en-
sure that the needs of our constituents are ad-
dressed in legislation considered by this body. 

Further, many of our nation’s men and 
women in uniform are residents of the terri-
tories and the District of Columbia. These 
dedicated servicemembers sacrifice much for 
our country, and many have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to our nation. In fact, the 
per capita death rate for servicemembers from 
the territories is higher than most states. Un-
fortunately the majority has decided that our 
constituents will be less represented in this 
House despite the sacrifices that 
servicemembers from our districts make to de-
fend the basic rights and freedoms enjoyed by 
all Americans. Additionally beyond high levels 
of military service, residents from the terri-
tories and the District of Columbia contribute 
to and serve our nation in a wide range of 
areas. The inability to vote in the Committee 
of the Whole is unfortunate, but I appreciate 
that this resolution seeks to remedy this mat-
ter. 

Mr. Speaker, giving the Delegates and Resi-
dent Commissioner the ability to vote during 
Committee of the Whole proceedings will allow 
our voices to be heard during legislation con-
sidered by the full House. It will give us parity 
with other members and strengthen the long- 
cherished values of this body. I urge my col-
leagues to adopt this resolution. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF KELLY WALTERS 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
a heavy heart to remember an exceptional 
young lady taken from us far too soon. 

20-year-old Kelly Walters was killed in a 
tragic hit and run accident on January 16, 
2015 as she crossed the street in her home-
town of Arlington, Texas. While her death 
made headlines back home—today I want to 
focus on the way Kelly lived. 

I met Kelly several years ago at one of my 
town hall meetings. When I asked the crowd 
if they had any questions, hers was the first 
hand that shot up. She couldn’t vote yet, but 
her love of our community and interest in gov-
ernment was already on full display. 

A few months later, I was proud to sponsor 
her for the prestigious House Page program. 
While in Washington, her love of the civic 
process and politics only grew. 

She came by my office regularly to chat with 
me and my staff. She was too young at the 
time, but was already expressing interest in 
serving as an intern in my office. 

I understand she wasn’t shy about sharing 
her future political aspirations telling people 

she was going to run for my seat as soon as 
I retired. I do appreciate her waiting for my ca-
reer in Congress to end before hers began. I 
have since learned she was aiming even high-
er. She wrote a letter to President Clinton in 
December of 2000, at the ripe old age of six, 
saying she wanted his job. Kelly said, ‘‘I think 
I would be a good President because I care 
about people and how they treat others . . . 
Please let me know when I need to come to 
Washington to begin my new assignment. I 
will need to let people know I will be out of 
school and have my work mailed to me.’’ 

Kelly possessed a rare understanding of the 
importance of American politics and the im-
pact that it has on everyday life. She had a 
keen interest and genuine curiosity about the 
legislative process. 

After her semester in the Nation’s Capitol, 
she returned home where she continued to 
cultivate her deep dedication to civic duty. She 
volunteered in our community, worked on 
campaigns, interned for a state representative 
and excelled in the classroom. 

Kelly was a junior at the University of Texas 
at Arlington and was days from leaving to 
study abroad in Morocco. She wanted to pro-
mote women’s rights in the Arabic world. 

So what drove this exceptional young 
woman? Kelly says it best in her own words. 
This is an excerpt from an essay she wrote a 
few years ago: ‘‘America is based on many 
beliefs, but they all boil down to one simple 
word: Freedom. Life in America is free, it is 
one most people take for granted, but it was 
not cheap. Freedom is bought on the back of 
soldiers who were willing to risk their lives to 
fight for their country and America’s right to be 
free. Thus Freedom is built on service, on a 
willingness to give back for what has been 
given. I don’t pretend to know or understand 
why others volunteer, but for me it is a need 
to give back for all the opportunities that are 
standing open for me simply because I am an 
American.’’ 

Profound words that everyone in this body 
should take to heart. It is rare to see someone 
so young so engaged. Kelly will be missed, 
but her love of our community and of our na-
tion will not be forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KATHY NICKEL AS 
THE NOVATO CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Kathy Nickel on the occasion 
of her recognition as the Novato Citizen of the 
Year. 

Ms. Nickel has been a longtime resident of 
Novato and is well known for her community 
involvement. She was an active public school 
supporter, serving as PTA President, chairman 
of Safe Grad Night at San Marin High School 
and member of curriculum planning teams, 
and she continued to support Novato public 
schools in an advisory capacity after her chil-
dren had graduated. Ms. Nickel also served as 
a Troop Leader for Marin Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts and was a team parent for Novato 
Youth Soccer during this time. 

Ms. Nickel’s civic involvement has been a 
constant and positive force for the community, 

including her roles as Chair of the Novato 
Fourth of July Committee, member of the City 
of Novato’s Birthday Steering Committee, and 
as a volunteer coordinator for the Art and 
Wine Festival for the Novato Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Ms. Nickel has been an exemplary citizen of 
Novato, striving to improve the city for all its 
residents. Her inspiring commitment and dedi-
cation will have a lasting impact on her com-
munity for many years to come. 

Please join me in expressing deep apprecia-
tion to Kathy Nickel for her long and impres-
sive record of public service. 

f 

WORLD WAR I HISTORY LESSONS 
FOR TODAY’S RETURNING IRAQ 
AND AFGHANISTAN SOLDIERS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I, with 
my colleagues SANFORD BISHOP and CHARLES 
RANGEL, rise to submit a report, written by 
Ron Armstead, of the 26th Annual Veterans 
Braintrust at the 44th Annual Congressional 
Black Caucus Annual Legislative Conference. 

2014 is the beginning of the worldwide cele-
bration of the centennial of World War I, 
known as the ‘‘war to end all wars.’’ Although, 
the U.S. didn’t join the war until 1917, we 
would like to point out one American Eugene 
Jacques Bullard, born in Columbus, GA, who 
enlisted on October 19, 1914 to fight for 
France. He later, became the first African 
American, combat aviator in history with the 
motto: ‘‘All Blood Runs Red’’ Also note, 33 
years after his death, and 77 years after being 
denied entry into the U.S. Army Air Corps— 
Bullard was posthumously commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force. 

Nearly 5 million Americans served during 
the war, and 116,516 Americans died in de-
fense of democracy overseas. World War I 
also marked the first time in the nation’s his-
tory that American soldiers went abroad to de-
fend foreign soil against aggression. During 
the war to end all wars, the U.S. enlisted 
367,710 African American men as soldiers— 
most from the south—into the Armed Forces. 
About 200,000 were sent to France and about 
50,000 of those saw combat. The vast major-
ity served in the Service of Supply (SOS) units 
in Europe with the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF) on the Western Front, while also 
encountering French civilians and colonial Afri-
can troops alike. 

U.S. World War I veterans have moved from 
memory to history. We are reminded that the 
last American soldier to die in World War I 
was Private Wayne Miner of Kansas City, and 
he was but one of the many African Ameri-
cans, who participated in Black Regiments 
during the war. This included the celebrated 
369th, formerly New York 15th National Guard 
‘‘Harlem Hellfighters,’’ made up of volunteers, 
who served more days under continuous fire 
(181 days) than any other regiment in the AEF 
during the entire war, and the first American 
unit to reach the Rhine River, while suffering 
40% killed and wounded—with 171 African 
Americans from the 369th alone being award-
ed the Croix de Guerre, or French Legion of 
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Merit for heroism in battle, as well as the en-
tire unit. 

Regarding the Black American in the World 
War for Democracy, are the historic words of 
Emmett Scott, Special Assistant to the Sec-
retary of War Newton D. Baker. ‘‘The Negro, 
in the Great War for Freedom and Democracy, 
had proved to be a notable and inspiring fig-
ure. The record and achievements of this ra-
cial group as brave soldiers and loyal citizens, 
furnish one of the brightest chapters in Amer-
ican history.’’ American Negroes in the World 
War, 1919. 

This stands in sharp contrast to what Maj. 
Gen. Robert L. Bullard, Commander of the 
American 2nd Army during World War I, and 
an Alabama racist who wrote in 1923 ‘‘Poor 
Negroes! They are hopelessly inferior . . .’’ ‘‘If 
you need combat soldiers, and especially if 
you need them in a hurry, don’t put your time 
upon Negroes.’’ 

Thus, the framework for the 26th Annual 
Veterans Braintrust Forum was African Ameri-
cans, history, advocacy and legacy. The invo-
cation and benediction was presented by Rev. 
Dr. Grainer Browning, Jr., setting the tone and 
sending a message of hope and faith for the 
discussions to come. Harlem’s own Rep. 
CHARLES RANGEL (D–NY), senior Member of 
the House Ways and Means Committee led 
the remarks by describing veterans as a spe-
cial fraternity of men and women. While also 
recognizing WWI icon Capt. Hamilton Fish, 
and historic places such as Hellfighter Square 
and the Harlem Armory, home of the 369th 
Veterans Association and Museum. As he 
said, ‘‘when the flag goes up, we fight.’’ But, 
for many economically it is their only choice, 
or chance. He also cautioned that there is a 
lack of confidence in our government (or trust 
deficit), despite the arguable threat to national 
security. And amid White House pronounce-
ments there will be no American boots on the 
ground, versus the fact that between 1600 to 
2000 troops are already on the ground. Equal-
ly important, he said, the challenge sent to 
Congress is whether ‘‘we are at war’’ and de-
termining ‘‘what is the actual threat to Amer-
ica.’’ Additionally, shouldn’t we set aside 
enough money for those returning from harm’s 
way, and shouldn’t everybody be ‘‘on call,’’ in-
cluding those children of those most politically 
and economically powerful. 

Rep. BISHOP, in joining with his colleagues 
BROWN, RANGEL and EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
in thanking Ron Armstead for his continued 
support, said to the veterans in the audi-
ence—‘‘we owe you an immeasurable debt, 
for without your sacrifices, our freedom and 
liberties would not be as secure.’’ Further, 
‘‘this year marks the 100th anniversary of 
WWI, and we must remember the many sac-
rifices made during WWI and African Ameri-
cans that served during this dark period.’’ 

On May 18, 1917, the Selective Service Act 
was passed by Congress requiring all male 
citizens between the ages of 21 and 31 to reg-
ister for the draft. However, even before the 
act was passed, African American males from 
all over the country eagerly joined the war ef-
fort. They viewed the conflict as an opportunity 
to prove their loyalty, patriotism and worthi-
ness for equal treatment in the United States. 
This is still true today, WWI veterans and the 
veterans of today give selflessly of themselves 
for the love of their country, yet some still 
have to fight to receive the recognition for their 
actions and earned benefits. 

‘‘It is said ‘those who forget the lessons of 
the past are bound to repeat them.’ War has 
always been full of unplanned consequences 
for our service members; we must be vigilant 
in responding to the needs of our veterans, 
and our obligations in sharing the same pas-
sion for defending our nation. We must learn 
from the past, work on progress for the future, 
and continue to work on areas that need im-
provement. I hope that when you leave to-
day’s discussion, the information you have 
heard will build a lasting bond, and help us 
work together, improving service members 
and their families quality of life, as well as ex-
panding the opportunities to our service mem-
ber’s still on active duty, and to our veterans.’’ 

Finally, BISHOP emphasized this point as we 
focus on WWI and the impact it had on those 
African Americans returning from war, ‘‘A peo-
ple without the knowledge of their past history, 
origin and culture is like a tree without roots.’’ 

Rep. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON expressed 
her disappointment at seeing the President’s 
issuing of 24 medals of honor, that did not in-
clude a certain individual who truly deserves 
to be honored—specifically, Petty Officer Doris 
‘Dorie’ Miller. Petty Officer Miller was awarded 
the Navy Cross by President Roosevelt before 
his death in 1943, although he was never 
awarded the Medal of Honor, the Navy has 
concluded that the Navy Cross appropriately 
recognizes his actions, however, she and 
many others have always believed this to be 
distinctly untrue. 

Rep. CORRINE BROWN, who has served on 
the House Committee on Veterans Affairs for 
over twenty-two years, announced that she 
was seeking the Ranking Member position for 
the House Veterans Affairs Committee in the 
114th Congress. She noticed that when the 
Democrats were in charge, they passed the 
largest veterans health care budget in the his-
tory of this country; passed the largest in-
crease of the GI Bill since World War II; and 
tried to insure veterans against a Republican 
government shutdown by providing advanced 
appropriations for health care programs. 
‘‘These advanced appropriations provide vet-
erans with much needed security in the fu-
ture.’’ 

BROWN looks forward to bringing veterans 
issues back to the forefront of policy in the 
House of Representatives along with working 
together with those veterans and veterans ad-
vocates represented here today to present a 
strong voice for our deserving veterans. She 
finished by quoting President George Wash-
ington, who said, ‘‘The willingness with which 
our young people are likely to serve in any 
war, no matter how justified, shall be directly 
proportional as to how they perceive the vet-
erans of earlier wars were treated and appre-
ciated by their country.’’ 

The keynote speaker was the Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Sloan Gibson. Deputy Secretary Gibson was 
confirmed as Deputy Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs on February 11, 2014—and on May 30, 
2014, was appointed Acting Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

The Deputy Secretary stated, one hundred 
years ago the first shots were fired that would 
lead our nation into World War I. The first step 
in fulfilling President Lincoln’s charge to care 
for those ‘‘who shall have borne the battle 
. . .’’ And on April 6, 1917, the nation called, 
and Henry Johnson, Needham Roberts and 
thousands of others answered the call. Their 

unit was the 369th Infantry Regiment, known 
as the ‘‘Harlem Hellfighters,’’ who served with 
the French 16th Division in the Argonne For-
est on the Western Front. Pvt. Johnson suf-
fered 21 combat injuries, and Pvt. Roberts a 
grenade wound in hand-to-hand combat. For 
their valor they were the first Americans to 
earn the Croix de Guerre, France’s highest 
military honor. Yet, few details are recorded 
about Needham Roberts, who died in an asy-
lum in 1949. But, much more is known about 
Sgt. Henry Johnson’s transition from military 
service, discharge records fail to account for 
his severe wounds—no Purple Heart, no Pen-
sion. Debilitating injuries cost him his job, his 
family, and he died destitute in 1939, only 32 
years old. The VA was not there for him. 

Even 75 years later we find that still shocks 
the conscience, prompting the question the 
Veterans Braintrust asks: a century after send-
ing our national treasure ‘‘Over There,’’ are we 
doing any better supporting their transitions 
over here? 

First, in any effort we have to make sure 
every veteran, regardless of social and eco-
nomic circumstances, has the opportunity for a 
happy and fulfilling life. Second, to really do 
better, the VA has to look at everything we do 
through the eyes of those we serve—our vet-
erans. And that is where Secretary Bob 
McDonald is leading us—to a veteran-centric 
organization that measures performance by 
veterans’ outcomes and impacts, as opposed 
to inputs, activity, outputs, or good intentions. 
The metrics that matter are Veteran outcomes 
and impacts. We won’t attempt to recite all the 
examples, or accomplishments he cited, of the 
VA doing better such as Veterans Treatment 
Courts, Vet Centers. . . . 

But here are a number of unfortunate facts: 
homelessness for veterans of color is dis-
proportionately high. While 20% of veterans 
are minorities nearly half of homeless veterans 
in temporary shelters are minorities. Another 
fact is, a disproportionate number of criminal 
justice involved veterans are minorities. These 
and similar health disparities led to estab-
lishing VA’s Office of Health Equity (OHE) in 
2012 under the leadership of Dr. Uhenna 
Uchendu. With OHE’s singular mission being 
to help ensure all veterans receive effective 
and equitable health care—regardless of race, 
gender, age, geography, and culture or sexual 
orientation. In closing, Gibson said, ‘‘So are 
we doing better in supporting warfighters’ tran-
sitions? The short answer is, yes, we’re doing 
better. But we still have lots to do. All of us, 
together. 

The other very special guest speaker was 
Three Star Gen. Ronald Bailey, USMC, origi-
nally from St. Augustine, Florida. In his re-
marks, he spoke about the 100th Anniversary 
of World War I being a rare opportunity to re-
flect on where we have come from, share sto-
ries such as Leo C. Chase, the first soldier to 
die from St. Augustine as a consequence of 
Vietnam fighting in the battle of the Ia Drang 
Valley (which story is vividly told in the 1992 
book, ‘‘We Were Soldiers Once and Young: Ia 
Drang—The Battle that Changed the War in 
Vietnam’’). We were also able to extrapolate 
important lessons, and offer long overdue rec-
ognition as part of the healing process. Lastly, 
he called the Hon. CORRINE BROWN, the ’Lion 
of the Marine Corps,’ for her unwavering ef-
forts in honoring the Montford Point Marines 
with the Congressional Gold Medal. 
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PANELISTS 

Mike Betz spoke highly about the recent re-
port, which was part of the Million Records 
Project, an initiative of Student Veterans of 
America (SVA), which measured for the first- 
time ever veterans’ performance in higher 
education; D. Wayne Robinson, a retired 
Command Sergeant Major spoke about Stu-
dent Veterans of America (SVA) Chapters 
across the country, student veterans return on 
investment (ROI) to America and his way of 
giving back as President/CEO; Col. David 
Sutherland spoke about the importance of 
connecting with families and community. He 
also briefly told the story of Staff Sgt. Donnie 
Dixon, a career soldier who was killed on his 
second tour of duty in Baloor, Iraq, and the 
Easter Seals Center that is named after him to 
address the urgent needs of military service 
members, veterans and their families, or the 
homecoming; Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend spoke 
about his personal struggles with coming 
home from combat and Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 

Prof. Pellom McDaniels, author of the forth-
coming ‘‘Memoir of Royal Christian, a Black 
World War I Soldier’’ (2015), spoke passion-
ately about the importance of WWI, for African 
Americans social, political and economic ad-
vancement; Prof Adriane Lentz-Smith, author 
of ‘‘Freedom Struggles: African Americans and 
World War I’’ (2009), spoke of African Amer-
ican soldiers returning home to join activist 
working to gain full citizenship rights as rec-
ompense for military service; Prof. Joel 
Beeson spoke about the striking and uncanny 
parallels between our present moment in his-
tory and the time before, during and after 
WWI. Journalist Yvonne Latty, spoke about 
the pride that emerged from writing ‘‘We Were 
There: Voices of African American Veterans, 
From World War II to the War in Iraq’’ (2004), 
and later her ambivalence resulting from writ-
ing ‘‘In Conflict: Iraq War Veterans Speak Out 
on Duty, Loss, and the Fight to Stay Alive’’ 
(2006), and last, but not least Dr. Linda 
Lagemann spoke out about the flood of mind- 
altering psychiatric drugs being administered 
by military physicians for service personnel, 
and veterans. 

Afterward during the comments period Tara 
Johnson, the granddaughter of Sgt. Henry 
Johnson, WWI Hero, daughter of famed 
Tuskegee Airman Herman Johnson of WWII, 
and mother of Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend, 
USMC, a Iraq combat veteran spoke with 
heartfelt emotion that her grandfather died 
alone and destitute never receiving help for 
his mental and health-related issues from 
WWI. Saying, while government has made 
great strides in the care of returning troops, 
much more work is still needed, particularly at 
the family, friends and community level—be-
cause we can’t afford to throw them (return-
ees) away. 

In recognition of the continuing importance 
of jobs for returning Iraq and Afghanistan sol-
diers and their families, the Veterans 
Braintrust and Disney once again teamed up 
for a special breakout session highlighting 
Disney’s Veterans Institute’s unique ‘‘10 
STEPS’’ for creating a Veterans Hiring Pro-
gram; in addition to discussing strategies, tac-
tics and interviewing techniques for bringing 
on-board veterans. 

Now, despite the fact that there are no 
longer any U.S. veterans left from World War 
I, there were a number of World War I de-

scendants and relatives, institutions, organiza-
tions, historic places and groups. To name a 
few, such as the Kenneth Hawkins American 
Legion Post #61 of Atlantic City, New Jersey 
that contributed to linking the past with the 
present. At the family level, there were de-
scendants Rev. Dr. Grainger Brown, Jr., the 
Grandson of Cpl. Clifton Merimon, 372nd, who 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross 
(DSC), Croix de Guerre and Medaille Miltiare; 
Tara Johnson, Granddaughter and Sgt. 
DeMarqus Townsend, USMC, disabled Iraq 
soldier and Great-Grandson of Sgt. Henry 
Johnson of the 369th; Charles Hamilton Hous-
ton, Jr., aging son of Lt. Charles Hamilton 
Houston, Sr., WWI Officer, Harvard Law 
School Graduate Class of 1923, and Civil 
Rights Hero; Roger Morris, Grandson of Lt. 
James Morris, Sr., a native of Georgia and 
Graduate of the U.S. Army’s first Class of 
Black Officers in 1917, Jerry Bowman, Grand-
son of Ira Bowman, who served with the 
369th, and Clarence ‘Tiger’ Davis, who’s Aunt, 
Louvenia Bradley-Harper, traveled to Paris in 
1918 to retrieve her son Melvin Harper’s body. 
She came home without his remains, saying, 
‘‘that he was in a much better place.’’ He is 
buried in Manheim, Germany. 

Equally important, all this served as the 
broader context for our pre-centennial WWI 
Forum discussion, which was instructive and 
insightful. First, many parallels were drawn be-
tween WWI and Iraq and Afghanistan return-
ees, particularly injuries (e.g. PTSD, TBI, sui-
cides and domestic violence), and war’s im-
pact on families, both military and civilians. 

Second, in answering a couple of historical 
and philosophical questions such as did WWI 
end all wars and Save the World for Democ-
racy, and (2) do we learn from history, or re-
peat it—given that the WWI Sykes-Picot 
Agreement of 1916, or Middle East boundaries 
continue to fuel conflict, and geo-political fight-
ing in the region today (along sectarian, tribal 
and ethnic lines on the ground)—we would an-
swer a resounding ‘no!’ Which leads many of 
us to believe, or say, ‘‘the more things 
change, the more they stay the same.’’ 

Third, a long overdue bill (S. 2793) to au-
thorize the award of the Medal of Honor to 
Sgt. Henry Johnson was introduced and 
passed the Senate on September 18, 2014, 
with a related bill (HR5459) being referred to 
the House Armed Service Committee. How-
ever, the process is Congress must pass a 
separate authorization due to the time period 
for awarding has passed. But, once the legis-
lation is passed it goes to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff for verification, and afterward to the 
President’s desk for signing. 

Fourth, Dr. Adriane Lentz-Smith says, 
‘‘there’s actually a deeper and longer story, or 
view of the origins of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, than that of the 50’s Brown v. Board of 
Education decision of 1954 & 60’s successful 
passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.’’ New 
scholarship lends a sense of a longer and 
harder civil rights struggle, one that dates 
back to the World War One era (U.S. Su-
preme Court’s Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 
1896) and the aftermath of the Civil War. 
Leading Dr. Pellom McDaniel’s to call for, or 
recommend the creation of a Consortium for 
the Study of African Americans in World War 
One with the support of the Veterans 
Braintrust of the Congressional Black Caucus 
to leverage and/or attract filmmakers, schol-
ars, supporters, etc. 

Finally, the 26th annual gala reception and 
awards ceremony hosted by Hon. CORRINE 
BROWN was held in the Veterans’ Committee 
Hearing Room of the Cannon House Office 
Building. This year’s awards were presented 
by Ron Armstead before a full house to 
Linwood Alford, Gregory Cooke, Sgt. Patricia 
Harris, Col. Conway Jones, USAF, Ret., Will 
‘It Takes a Village’ Smith, Robert ‘Bobby’ 
White, Ellis Ray Williams, Come Home Balti-
more, Eastern Seals Dixon Military and Vet-
erans Community Service Center, Fulton 
County Veterans Court and Mentorship Pro-
gram, Open Door Resource Center, Inc., 
Stone of Hope Program, Student Veterans of 
America, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, 
Inc., Westside All Wars Memorial Building, the 
‘‘Parting Way’’ Museum of African American 
and Cape Verdean American Ethnohistory, 
Inc., the film ‘Choc’Late Soldiers from the 
USA,’ and World War I soldiers Ira Bowman, 
Lt. Charles Hamilton Houston, Sr., and Sgt. 
Henry Johnson posthumously. The Rep. 
BROWN closed the awards segment with a 
rousing rendition of ‘God Bless America.’ 

Special thanks goes to our historians, fami-
lies, friends, supporters and staff—Profs. Adri-
an Lentz-Smith, Joel Beeson, Pellom 
McDaniels, Journalist Yvonne Latty and Dr. 
Linda Lagemann; Rev. Dr. Grainger Browning, 
Jr., Tara Johnson, Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend, 
USMC, Jerry Bowman, Robert Morris and 
Clarence ‘Tiger’ Davis; Dr. Frank Smith, Jr., 
Prof. Maria Hoehn and Dr. Krewasky Salter; 
Ralph Cooper, Morocco Coleman, Carmen 
Wilson II, Robert Blackwell, Elaine Sacks, Mil-
dred Kidd Smith, Tom Harris, Dr. Dorothy 
Simpson-Taylor, Howard Jefferson, and Dr. 
Davine Reed; Dr. Richard Lipsky, Education 
Corporation of America, Smithsonian Channel, 
National Archives and Records Administration; 
Austin Brock, Col. Kevin Preston, USA, Ret., 
and the Walt Disney Veterans Initiative; and 
Sydney Renwick, Lee Footer, Stephanie Anim- 
Yankah, Jonathan Halpern, Vernita Stevens, 
Hannah Kim, Reba Raffaelli, Ronnie Simmons 
and Shantrel Brown. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSOR DAVID 
HILLYER VOORHEES 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Professor David Hillyer Voorhees and 
his election as an Education Section Fellow of 
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. 

Mr. Voorhees is an associate professor of 
earth science and geology at Waubonsee 
Community College, which has campuses in 
Sugar Grove and Aurora, Illinois. He is being 
honored for his contributions as an educator 
and for his role in creating Geo2YC, a national 
organization for geoscience faculty at two-year 
colleges. Geo2YC, a division of the National 
Association of Geoscience Teachers, brings 
professors from two-year institutions together 
for networking, support, and research into 
geoscience education. 

I would like to thank Mr. Voorhees for his 
commitment to science and quality education 
in our community. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

DEATH OF SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, this Sat-
urday, January 24, marks the 50th anniversary 
of the death of Sir Winston Churchill. Few 
leaders in history made such a mark during 
their lives, and very few have attracted such 
study and admiration after their deaths. 

Even now, 50 years after his passing at age 
90 and 75 years after his ‘‘finest hour’’ when 
Britain and Churchill stood alone against the 
Nazi menace, new books and articles about 
his life and leadership pour forth. 

The Churchill Centre is a growing inter-
national organization with a mission to ‘‘foster 
leadership, statesmanship, vision, courage 
and boldness among democratic and freedom 
loving peoples worldwide, through the 
thoughts, words, works and deeds of Winston 
Spencer Churchill.’’ 

The Churchill Centre and The George 
Washington University here in Washington are 
building a National Churchill Library and Cen-
ter. Hillsdale College is publishing all remain-
ing volumes of The Churchill Documents. 

The list of activities related to Churchill is 
long, even 50 years after his death. And, as 
one measure of popular interest, there are few 
historical figures who are more regularly mis-
quoted or falsely quoted on the Internet than 
he. 

I think there are many reasons that Sir Win-
ston continues to fascinate and inspire. 

In part, there are his monumental achieve-
ments, for few statesmen did as much to 
shape the world in which we live. Were it not 
for his vision and his willingness to stand up 
to the conventional wisdom of his day, history 
could have had a far different outcome. 

In part, it is his oratory. Just as his words 
inspired his nation and the world to stand up 
to evil then, they still inspire us today. 

In part, there are his writings, which con-
tinue to be studied and referenced as Church-
ill the politician was a leading figure through-
out the first half of the twentieth century, and 
Churchill the author helped shape our under-
standing of those momentous times. 

I also believe that the continuing interest in 
Winston Churchill stems in substantial meas-
ure from the many ups and downs of his ca-
reer. We all draw inspiration from someone 
who perseveres through higher accolades and 
lower derision than us will ever experience. 

Finally, Churchill the person remains a daz-
zling personality, fully of humor and eccen-
tricities adding to the interest of new admirers. 

The qualities that he exhibited are time-
less—qualities such as courage, patriotism, 
hard work, loyalty, and love of family. 

And, many of the principles for which he 
stood and fought are timeless as well, such as 
the need to recognize and confront evil and to 
nurture and protect freedom. 

He believed that the values of Western Civ-
ilization are a force for good and that the 
English-speaking peoples had unique contribu-
tions to offer the rest of the world on freedom, 
democracy, and the rule of law. 

As one who was half American by blood, he 
appreciated America. 

That appreciation has been returned by mil-
lions of Americans over the generations. 

His bust has been added to the U.S. Cap-
itol’s Freedom Foyer, where it continues to in-
spire visitors and those of us who work here, 
thereby continuing to serve as a major link in 
the ‘‘special relationship’’ between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 

The lives of great leaders are always worth 
remembering and studying, and as long as 
freedom is cherished, I am confident that Sir 
Winston Churchill will be studied long into the 
future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2014–2015 IL-
LINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 2014–2015 
Illinois State University football team on an 
outstanding season. 

The Redbirds made it to the FCS National 
Championship game for the first time in school 
history. 

While they ultimately fell short with a heart 
wrenching 37 seconds to go, they made us 
very proud. 

The team captured their first conference title 
since 1999 and broke 16 school records. 
Those included most points in a season, total 
offense, rushing touchdowns, passing touch-
downs, and most wins in a season. 

A number of individual Redbirds also re-
ceived Missouri Valley Football Conference 
recognition. Head coach Brock Spack was 
named Coach of the Year, Marshaun Coprich 
was named Offensive Player of the Year, and 
Tre Roberson was named Newcomer of the 
Year. 

As a future Illinois State University Redbird 
dad, I look forward to the opportunity to watch 
these young players continue in their careers. 

Bloomington-Normal and all of Illinois are 
proud of the effort the team put forth this sea-
son. We look forward to their success next 
year. Go Birds! 

f 

HONORING BILL KORTUM 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today 
in honor of William (Bill) Kortum, who passed 
away on December 20, 2014, following a bat-
tle with cancer. As a pioneering conserva-
tionist, Mr. Kortum championed many suc-
cessful campaigns and brought lasting envi-
ronmental protections to Sonoma County and 
the State of California, and his passing leaves 
a void that won’t soon be filled. Considered by 
many to be the father of the environmental 
movement in Sonoma County, Mr. Kortum 
was known for his strength of conviction and 
tenacity for protecting the environment. Always 
kind, always polite, Mr. Kortum knew how to 
motivate others towards positive change, and 
he is singularly responsible for instituting many 

lasting environmental protections, though he 
would never claim responsibility for them. 

As a native of Petaluma, California, Bill 
Kortum grew up on his father’s poultry ranch 
at a time when Sonoma County’s open spaces 
were unmarred by urban development. Mr. 
Kortum went on to graduate from the Univer-
sity of California at Davis Veterinary School, 
serve his country in the U.S. Army Veterinary 
Corps, and establish the successful Cotati 
Veterinary Hospital. 

By the early 1960’s, Bill Kortum saw how a 
rapidly growing population would increasingly 
threaten the natural landscape of Sonoma 
County. He and his wife, Lucy, opposed un-
regulated development and fought to pioneer 
an alternative path. One of the first of many 
significant environmental victories that Bill 
Kortum and his allies achieved in Sonoma 
County was to prevent the planned develop-
ment of PG&E’s nuclear power plant at 
Bodega Head. 

In 1972, Mr. Kortum fought to pass Propo-
sition 20, a measure that established the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission, which continues to 
guarantee public access to the California 
coastline. As a visionary leader, he went on to 
establish Sonoma County Conservation Ac-
tion, an organization that mobilized voters to 
secure urban growth limits around all nine cit-
ies in the county. He helped to create the 
Sonoma County Open Space District and 
championed other key institutions and causes, 
such as the Sonoma Land Trust, the SMART 
train, and public access to Lafferty Ranch. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Kortum’s many accom-
plishments and dedication to preserving our 
nation’s natural resources for future genera-
tions illustrates the substantial impact that one 
individual can have on making the world a bet-
ter place. Mr. Kortum will not soon be forgot-
ten, and his legacy in Sonoma County and 
along California’s rugged coast will continue 
for years to come. It is therefore appropriate 
that we pay tribute to him today and express 
our deepest condolences to his wife, Lucy; 
children, Frank, Julie Groves, and Sam; 
grandchildren, Mark Kortum, Holden and 
Dylan Groves, Will and Grace Kortum; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR RONALD H. 
ROBERTS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to California and 
the City of Temecula are exceptional. 
Temecula has been fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated community leaders who will-
ingly and unselfishly give their time and talent 
to make their communities a better place to 
live and work. Mayor Ronald H. Roberts is 
one of these individuals. At a celebration on 
January 27, 2015, Mayor Roberts will be hon-
ored as he retires after many years of City 
Council service to the Temecula community. 

About one month after the City of 
Temecula’s incorporation, Ronald began work-
ing on the city’s first ‘‘Traffic Committee’’ in 
January of 1990. In October of the same year, 
Ronald was selected to serve on the city’s first 
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Traffic Commission. In November of 1992, 
Ronald began his service on the Temecula 
City Council, dedicating his time, talents and 
efforts to his local community. Throughout his 
tenure, the main objective of Mayor Roberts 
was to ensure the quality of life for all 
Temecula citizens continued to thrive, an ob-
jective he continued to champion throughout 
his twenty two years on City Council. Addition-
ally, during his time as Mayor, he has played 
a pivotal role in the political landscape of the 
Temecula community, region and state. 

Prior to his work on the City Council, Ronald 
served his community during his time with the 
California Highway Patrol, retiring after twenty 
nine years of valiant service. Ronald also free-
ly gives his leadership and experience to 
many organizations, serving and chairing 
many boards at the community, regional, and 
state levels. These organizations include Habi-
tat for Humanity Inland Valley Board of Direc-
tors, Temecula Balloon and Wine Festival, 
City of Temecula Traffic & Transportation 
Commission, Western Riverside Council of 
Government Executive Committee, Southern 
California Association of Governments, South-
ern California Association of Governments 
Transportation & Communications Committee, 
Riverside County Transportation Commission, 
Riverside County Transportation Commission 
Budget & Implementation Committee, South-
ern California Regional Rail Authority, South-
ern California Regional Rail Authority/Metrolink 
Operations Oversight Committee, SCAQMD 
Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review 
Committee and National League of Cities 
Transportation Infrastructure & Services Com-
mittee. 

As the longest standing City Council Mem-
ber for the City of Temecula and as a man 
who has devoted over two decades to this 
great city, it is only fitting that he be honored 
as he retires from public service. Mayor Rob-
erts’ tireless passion for public service has 
contributed immensely to the betterment of our 
region and the state and I am proud to call 
him a fellow community member, American 
and friend. I know that many community mem-
bers are grateful for his service and salute him 
as he retires and moves onto the next phase 
of his life. 

f 

COMMUNITY LEADERS: URBAN 
LEAGUE OF MORRIS COUNTY 
AND WILLIAM D. PRIMUS 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Urban League of Morris 
County, located in Morristown, New Jersey, 
and to remember the life of its founder, Wil-
liam D. Primus, and his many achievements. 

The Urban League of Morris County is one 
of 110 affiliates of the National Urban League, 
and one of the most active branches in the 
country. Having served over 4000 families 
each year, the multi-racial League’s self-ex-
pressed mission is to ‘‘enable African Ameri-
cans and other minorities to secure economic 
self-reliance, parity and power, and civil rights; 
and to provide assistance to any resident de-
sirous of improving their quality of life.’’ 

In 1910, Morristown native Ruth Standish 
Baldwin and Dr. George Edmund Haynes 

founded the Committee on Urban Conditions 
among Negroes, which would grow exponen-
tially to become what is known today as the 
National Urban League. As early as 1919, var-
ious organizations in Morris County embraced 
the National Urban League’s mission of social 
justice for African Americans, and by 1944 a 
multi-racial group of concerned citizens formed 
a local affiliate, the Urban League of Morris 
County. 

As the first organization of its kind in Morris 
County, the Urban League set the standard for 
serving minorities in the community. It was the 
first organization in the Morris County commu-
nity to act as a liaison between African Ameri-
cans and industry, securing employment op-
portunities with major corporations for minori-
ties. The League’s efforts paved the way for 
the hiring of qualified minorities into manage-
ment positions at these corporations. It was 
also first to coordinate with local high school 
guidance departments, encouraging African 
American students to pursue higher education. 
Moreover, the League was the first to advo-
cate the need for low-income housing in Mor-
ristown, resulting in a project for affordable 
family housing now known as Manahan Vil-
lage. 

Today, the Urban League of Morris County 
continues to serve citizens of the community 
in multiple areas, with programs ranging from 
corporate internships to housing advocacy, 
from computer training to English as a Second 
Language classes. 

This past week, this incredible organization 
suffered a great loss, as William Primus, 
former chairman and CEO of the Urban 
League of Morris County, passed away. Over 
the course of his life, Bill Primus, a longtime 
friend of mine, was instrumental in various ac-
complishments for the advancement of social 
services to minorities in the region. 

In 1970, Mr. Primus became the first African 
American member of the Madison Volunteer 
Fire Department and in 1980, he was the first 
African American elected to the Madison Bor-
ough Council. During his term, Mr. Primus 
served as vice chairman of the Board of 
Health and chaired Madison’s Housing Author-
ity. As chair, Mr. Primus implemented policies 
that would lead to the construction of the Rex 
Tucker Senior Housing Complex in Madison 
and the town’s first affordable public housing. 

Over his 14 years of working with the Urban 
League, Mr. Primus was instrumental in trans-
forming the Urban League into one of Morris 
County’s most active and influential organiza-
tions. When Mr. Primus first began working 
with the organization, it had a budget of 
$95,000 and only one full time employee. By 
the time he retired, it had a budget over $1 
million and 14 full time employees. 

Mr. Primus constantly focused on providing 
affordable housing for the Morris County com-
munity. In 2001, he took control of the Morris 
County Fair Housing Council and transformed 
it into the Urban League’s Fair Housing and 
Assistance Program. Through this program, 
the Urban League was able to improve the 
county’s efforts by addressing discrimination 
and promoting fair practices for housing. 

Additionally, Mr. Primus established the 
Urban League’s youth program, offering both 
educational and employment services. He cre-
ated the Summer Work and Youth School 
Outreach Programs and facilitated the award-
ing of over 90 academic scholarships during 
his tenure with the League. Furthermore, Mr. 

Primus helped me establish the Urban 
League’s Washington intern program that has 
given so many young men and women from 
Morris County an opportunity to learn firsthand 
how Congress works. The Urban League of 
Morris County handpicks these students and 
sends them to the Capitol in the summer to 
serve as interns in my Capitol Hill office. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing the Urban League of 
Morris County and celebrating the life of Wil-
liam D. Primus. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FORMER IOWA 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE ED 
SKINNER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of former Iowa 
State Representative Ed Skinner who passed 
away on January 12, 2015 in Des Moines at 
the age of 78. 

Mr. Skinner served the people of Iowa and 
Polk County as State Representative from 
1968–1972 and spent many years as the Al-
toona and Pleasant Hill city attorney. During 
his time in the legislature, Ed was instrumental 
in the creation of one of Des Moines’ biggest 
tourist attractions, Living History Farms. 

Throughout his life Ed demonstrated a con-
stant and legendary commitment of service to 
his family, community, state, and nation. He 
graciously volunteered his time to a number of 
organizations including the Altoona Lions, the 
Altoona Chamber of Commerce, and The Iowa 
Democratic Party, which recognized Ed with 
their Outstanding Supporter Award in 2013. 

‘‘He has been a strong advocate for eastern 
Polk County and has helped mentor genera-
tions of Democratic leaders throughout his 
life,’’ the party said in a news release at the 
time. 

Mr. Skinner was dedicated to mentoring and 
helping generations of leaders in Iowa and our 
nation because he believed in, and lived his 
life, serving others and working tirelessly for 
what he believed in. 

It was a great honour to have known Ed 
and worked with him. I know that my col-
leagues in the House join me in honoring the 
accomplished life of Ed Skinner and offer our 
thoughts and prayers to his family and friends. 

f 

HONORING ANTHONY HO 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Office’s Deputy Director of the 
Congressional Liaison Division, Anthony Ho. 
Anthony has served in that important office for 
more than 10 years. He has played a large 
role in promoting friendship between the peo-
ple of our two great nations during his two 
tours here in Washington, DC. 

Anthony earned his B.A. at the National Tai-
wan University and his Master’s degree in 
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Public Administration at the Kennedy School 
of Harvard University. That education pre-
pared him for the challenges he faces on be-
half of one of America’s most important allies. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony impressed Members 
of the House of Representatives and Senate 
with his diligence, his honesty and his dedica-
tion to keeping the friendship between our 
countries strong. 

Deputy Director Ho has been a great help to 
me, by keeping me informed on issues relat-
ing to Taiwan and to the entire Pacific Rim. 
He will be greatly missed. I wish him, his wife 
Anne and his son, Anwell all the best. I also 
want to send a special goodbye to his eldest 
son Andrew, who did such an excellent job as 
an intern in my office. 

Washington’s loss is Taipei’s gain and I am 
sure that Anthony and his family will have a 
successful and happy time in their homeland. 
I ask all of my colleagues to join me in wishing 
the Ho family goodbye and good fortune. 

f 

ANAND SHANTAM 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share the story of Anand Shantam. Anand 
joined me as my guest at the State of the 
Union. 

Anand’s story is all too familiar. She was 
unemployed and struggled in poverty. 

Four years ago all that changed. She was 
introduced to DC Central Kitchen, an innova-
tive program to combat hunger and train un-
employed adults for culinary careers. 

She enrolled in the Culinary Job Training 
Program and received her food handler’s li-
cense. 

But she also received so much more. She 
received the support she needed to discover 
her own confidence. She reignited her passion 
for cooking. 

Upon graduation, Anand re-entered the 
workforce as the Lead at Kelly Miller Middle 
School, preparing nutritious, homemade meals 
for kids. Today, she is a culinary instructor for 
the very same program that helped her turn 
her life around. 

She has health insurance. She is self-suffi-
cient. 

Anand’s experience at DC Central Kitchen 
is an incredible success story of how job train-
ing programs help people get back on their 
feet. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m honored to call Anand my 
friend. And I can’t wait to try her kale salad. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BLACK JANUARY 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, few Americans 
have heard the term ‘‘Black January,’’ yet it is 
imbedded in the memory of all Azerbaijanis. 
Black January marks the evening of January 
19, 1990, when at midnight Russian troops 
stormed the capital city of Baku. Armed with a 

state of emergency declared by the U.S.S.R. 
Supreme Soviet Presidium and signed by then 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, the invasion was 
intended to suppress a growing independence 
movement, but the result was the opposite. 
This violent incident inflamed Azerbaijani na-
tionalism and contributed to the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. 

Leading up to Black January, the national 
independence movement had gained momen-
tum with growing demonstrations for inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Emerging democratic groups were leading the 
political agenda and were projected to suc-
ceed in upcoming Parliamentary elections in 
March 1990. The Soviet Union sought to ‘‘re-
store order’’ by indiscriminately firing on 
peaceful demonstrators in Baku, including 
women and children. The protesters were call-
ing for independence from the Soviet Union 
and the removal of Communist officials. More 
than 130 people died that night and in subse-
quent violence, over 700 were injured, 841 
were arrested, and 5 went missing. 

According to a report by Human Rights 
Watch entitled ‘‘Black January in Azerbaijan,’’ 
‘‘among the most heinous violations of human 
rights during the Baku incursion were the nu-
merous attacks on medical personnel, ambu-
lances and even hospitals.’’ The report con-
cluded that ‘indeed the violence used by the 
Soviet Army on the night of January 19–20 
constitutes an exercise in collective punish-
ment. The punishment inflicted on Baku by 
Soviet soldiers may have been intended as a 
warning to nationalists, not only in Azerbaijan, 
but in other Republics of the Soviet Union.’’ 

In the days after the invasion, thousands of 
Azerbaijanis surrounded Communist Party 
headquarters demanding the resignation of the 
republic’s leadership. The Baku City Council 
demanded that Soviet troops be withdrawn. 
The Soviet legislature in Azerbaijan con-
demned the occupation as ‘‘unconstitutional’’ 
and threatened to call a referendum on seces-
sion unless Soviet troops were withdrawn 
within 48 hours. 

Soviet troops were eventually withdrawn 
from Baku, but political control was maintained 
for almost another 2 years until Azerbaijan’s 
parliament declared independence in October 
1991. Today, Azerbaijan has developed into a 
thriving country with double digit growth, in 
large part due to a freely elected president 
and parliament, free market reforms led by the 
energy sector, and, most importantly, no for-
eign troops on its soil. 

January 20 is the day on which Azerbaijani 
citizens stood up to Soviet soldiers and mar-
tyrs gave up their lives for freedom from com-
munism and dictatorship. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing the tragic events of 
Black January that precipitated the inde-
pendent Republic of Azerbaijan and the fall of 
the USSR. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALAMEDA COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY NANCY 
O’MALLEY 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to congratulate Alameda County District 

Attorney Nancy O’Malley on being named by 
the Lions Club of Livermore as the ‘‘2015 Ala-
meda County Outstanding Citizen Of The 
Year.’’ I look forward to speaking in honor of 
Nancy this Saturday when she receives her 
award. 

I was privileged to work under Nancy for 
seven years as an Alameda County pros-
ecutor. She is well deserving of this distin-
guished honor. 

Nancy was born, grew up, went to college, 
and graduated from law school in the Bay 
Area. She rose through the ranks of the Ala-
meda County District Attorney’s Office after 
joining in 1984, becoming Chief Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney and then elected as the first fe-
male District Attorney in 2011. 

Nancy is a stellar, tough, but fair prosecutor, 
putting countless dangerous criminals behind 
bars to help protect the Bay Area. In par-
ticular, she is nationally known for her work on 
issues surrounding violence against women, 
child abuse, domestic violence, and exploi-
tation. She is also a tireless advocate on be-
half of victims and their families. 

Her work has been truly innovative. For ex-
ample, Nancy created the Heat Exploitation 
and Trafficking (HEAT) unit, the first such divi-
sion in the country dedicated to stopping child 
sex trafficking and punishing perpetrators. She 
also established the Alameda County Family 
Justice Center, a model way to achieve justice 
for and provide services to victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, elder abuse, and 
human trafficking all under one roof. 

In addition to enforcing the law, Nancy has 
fought to change it for the better and improve 
public policy. One of her recent efforts is to 
achieve an end to the unconscionable rape kit 
backlog, both nationally and in Alameda Coun-
ty. 

Nancy has been recognized by many for her 
achievements. She was awarded the House 
Victims’ Rights Caucus 2014 Lois Haight 
Award of Excellence and Innovation and was 
a 2004 inductee in the Alameda County Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame, just to name a few of her 
honors. 

I want to applaud Nancy for her latest 
award. The East Bay is truly fortunate to have 
her standing up for victims on our behalf. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF THE NEW MA-
DRID COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to recognize the centennial cele-
bration of the New Madrid County Courthouse. 
As one of the five original counties in the state 
of Missouri, this courthouse is a landmark 
symbol for justice and peace serving its citi-
zens for over 100 years. 

The New Madrid County Courthouse relo-
cated to its current location through the sup-
port of the community raising $20,000 to sup-
plement the bond issue. 

In the fall of 1934, President Truman gave 
his speech near the front steps of this court-
house for his second Senate campaign before 
becoming the first Missouri born president. 

In celebration of the courthouse’s longevity 
in service, the county has reinstated the 1821 
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county seal as the official seal. There will be 
24 stars featured on this seal representing 
Missouri as the 24th state in the Union. 

Today, the dedicated staff members of New 
Madrid County Courthouse continue to create 
a safe environment and provide peace and 
order for the community. It is my pleasure to 
recognize the centennial celebration of the 
New Madrid County Courthouse. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,086,048,044,499.39. We’ve 
added $7,459,170,995,586.31 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TOM CAMERON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tom 
Cameron for being selected to receive an Ex-
cellence in Mentoring Award, the highest 
award for a youth mentor in Iowa. 

Tom volunteers his time to the Mentoring 
Advantage Program (MAP) at Community 
Youth Concepts. He has donated countless 
hours over the past 2 years to improving the 
lives of young people. Not only has he worked 
to improve the lives of his mentees, but he 
has also worked to increase awareness for the 
need and opportunities for youth mentors in 
the state of Iowa. Attending company volun-
teer fairs and connecting potential mentors to 
opportunities is another important aspect of 
Tom’s volunteerism. 

Tom Cameron has had a profound impact 
on the youth of Iowa and he deserves to be 
commended for his time and efforts. It’s a 
great honor to represent Tom in the United 
States House of Representatives because he 
is a great living example of Iowa values that 
continue to make our state a great place to 
live and work. 

f 

HONORING EAST JOLIET FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the firefighters and paramedics of the 
East Joliet Fire Protection District and to rec-
ognize the past 75 years of service to the 
community of Joliet, Illinois. 

Since the formation of the East Joliet Fire 
Protection District in 1940, the protection of 
our community has been in the hands of truly 
dedicated volunteers and professionals. With 
each alarm, the firefighters, paramedics and 
support staff of the East Joliet Fire Protection 
District perform heroic acts to save lives and 
protect property. If not for its service, many 
businesses, homes, and members of our com-
munity would not be here today. 

I would like to thank the members of the 
East Joliet Fire Protection District for all that 
they do to protect the community they have 
set out to serve. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT ROSS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Robert Ross, a successful business owner, 
exceptional law enforcement officer and dedi-
cated public servant who is retiring from the 
San Mateo City Council after five years of 
service. He was the Mayor in 2014 and Dep-
uty Mayor in 2013. Robert is a genuine, hard- 
working and deeply committed city council 
member and will truly be missed. 

Robert was first elected to the council in 
2009 after a 27-year-career as a police officer 
in San Mateo. His experience in law enforce-
ment made security and sustainability one of 
his priorities for the city. As a real estate agent 
for 25 years, Robert also brought substantial 
business experience to the Council, guiding 
the city toward financial stability. 

While on the Council, Robert served on the 
City Council Audit and Budget Committee, the 
City Council Legislative Committee, the Com-
munity Development Department Audit Com-
mittee, the Grand Boulevard Task Force, the 
North B Street Improvement Initiative and the 
Planning Commission. In addition, he was 
very active in the Association of Bay Area 
Governments, the League of California Cities, 
San Mateo County Council of Cities, the San 
Mateo-Foster City Elementary School Board, 
the San Mateo Oversight Board, the San 
Mateo Union High School District Board, the 
Sister City Association and the South Bayside 
Waste Management Authority. 

Robert received his Police Officers Standard 
& Training at the Modesto College Police 
Academy and his BSBA in Business Adminis-
tration from the University of Phoenix. He 
started his law enforcement career as a police 
officer in Hayward in 1979 and transferred to 
the San Mateo Police Department in 1981 
where he rose through the ranks to Police 
Lieutenant in 2003. His professionalism and 
proactive approach have been recognized and 
he has been commended on numerous occa-
sions. For example, in the late 1980s, then 
Corporal Ross was in charge of setting up a 
task force to fight drug crimes in San Mateo. 
The group became known a ‘‘Ross’ Raiders’’ 
and their effective anti-drug campaign was 
lauded by the City Council, San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors, the District Attorney, the 
San Mateo County Trial Lawyers Association 
and the late Congressman Tom Lantos. 

Among the many awards Robert received 
was a Lieutenant’s Commendation for 
proactive policing, the San Carlos/Belmont Ex-

change Club Officer of the Year Award, Em-
ployee of the Quarter by past Police Chief 
Don Phipps for ongoing leadership and 
proactive policing, the Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion’s Police Officer of the Year Award, the 
Peninsula Lions Club’s Police Award for out-
standing service to the community, the Gordon 
Joinville Special Merit Award for day-to-day 
excellence in policing, and the Medal of 
Honor, the Police Department’s highest award 
for saving a life during a fire. 

Whether in his capacity as a city council 
member, a peace officer, a small business 
owner or a San Mateo resident, Robert has al-
ways seized opportunities to help his commu-
nity. He has given countless presentations at 
our schools to help troubled and underprivi-
leged youths find a positive direction in their 
lives. He has visited homes of at-risk youth 
gang members during the holidays handing 
out presents. He has worked with the Penin-
sula Conflict Resolution Center and the 
Tongan Interfaith Council to prevent and solve 
conflicts. He has worked with Samaritan 
House to assist needy families. He is a mem-
ber of the San Mateo Lion’s Club which sup-
ports local and international charities. 

It is obvious from this long list of accom-
plishments and engagements that Robert 
Ross has a heart of gold and an inexhaustible 
drive to help others. Because of his vision and 
commitment, San Mateo is a better place. I 
feel privileged to count Robert as a friend and 
colleague and wish him well as he shifts his 
focus to his personal and family life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to recognize the lasting 
contributions Robert Ross has made while 
serving as Mayor, City Councilmember and 
law enforcement officer. He will always be a 
role model and inspiration to his fellow San 
Mateo residents. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SONS OF ITALY IN 
AMERICA PADRE PIO LODGE 
#2350 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Sons of Italy in America 
Padre Pio Lodge #2350, located in West Or-
ange, New Jersey as it celebrates its 40th An-
niversary. 

The Sons of Italy in America, a Fraternal 
Organization created on June 22, 1905 by six 
Italian immigrants living in Little Italy, began as 
an organization seeking to establish homes 
and shelters for the elderly, lifer insurance and 
mortuary funds, and scholarship funds. The 
founding members of the Sons of Italy in 
America sought to form a support system for 
Italian immigrants, offering these people as-
sistance in becoming American citizens and 
provide educational opportunities in assimila-
tion into America culture. The organization 
continues this rich tradition through its various 
lodges across the country, including the Padre 
Pio Lodge #2350, located in West Orange. 

Since 1975, the Sons of Italy in America 
Padre Pio Lodge #2350, has promoted Italian 
traditions and heritage in Essex County. The 
Padre Pio Lodge functions as an important as-
pect of society, especially through its partner-
ship with multiple charities. The Padre Pio 
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Lodge avidly supports the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Fund, Cooley’s Anemia Foun-
dation, Alzheimer Association, Alicia Rose 
Teen Age Cancer Foundation, Doug Flutie 
Foundation for Autism, and Arthritis Founda-
tion. The Lodge also assists two local food 
banks, donates toys and school supplies to 
schools and churches during the Christmas 
season, and supports our troops through Op-
eration Shoebox. 

The Padre Pio Lodge continues the Sons of 
Italy in America tradition of awarding students 
with scholarship opportunities. The Lodge 
holds education to be of utmost importance, 
and seeks to offer a helping hand to students 
in the area. In 2014 alone, Padre Pio Lodge 
gave scholarships to eleven qualified high 
school seniors. 

This year, the Lodge announced that it 
would honor Sam Fumosa, a Charter member 

and Past State President of the Sons of Italy 
in America, with the Paul Ippolito Memorial 
Award. Sam participated in the Garibaldi- 
Meucci Museum on Staten Island and the 
Commission for Social Justice of OSIA. The 
Padre Pio Lodge will also honor Rosalind 
Aquino with the Angela DeNuzio Award for 
service to the Lodge and Anthony Benevento 
with the Michael D’Aries Award for dedication 
to the Lodge. Both Rosalind and Anthony 
worked tirelessly to ensure that the Lodge re-
mained open during times of low membership. 
Because of their efforts, the Lodge now in-
cludes 125 members, with more joining every 
day. 

To celebrate 40 successful years of pro-
moting Italian heritage and supporting the 
local community, the Lodge will host a 
Carnevale celebration on Saturday, February 
7th, 2015 at Hanover Manor, located at 16 

Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, New Jer-
sey. Carnevale, a traditional Italian celebration 
dating back to the year 1268 A.D., includes 
music, food, and dance. The Lodge’s 
Carnevale on February 7th will surely be a 
celebration not worth missing. 

I commend the members of the Sons of 
Italy in America Padre Pio Lodge, especially 
committee chair, Dawn Giambattista, for their 
dedication to promoting the rich legacy of 
Italian heritage in America. The Lodge has 
consistently demonstrated a dedication and 
commitment to advancing the community of 
West Orange. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Sons of Italy 
in America, Padre Pio Lodge #2350 as it cele-
brates its 40th Anniversary. 
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